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SENATOR EVERETT McKINLEY DIRKSEN 


Statement by the President Upon the Death of the Senate Minority Leader. 
September 7, 1969 


Everett Dirksen was one of a kind—and a remarkably likable 
man. To politics and government he brought a dedication matched 
by few and a style and eloquence matched by no political leader in our 
time. 

He had his greatest moments as the leader of the loyal opposition. 
In the history of that role in the Congress, he had unequaled influence 
and accomplishment. 

He will be remembered as a giant in the history of Congress and 
as one who on the great issues always placed the Nation first. I mourn 
the loss of this great American—a legislator of matchless skills, and 
my warm personal friend since my first days in the Congress 22 years ago. 


NOTE: The statement was released at San Clemente, Calif. For other items on 
Senator Dirksen, see pages 1244 and 1247 of this issue. 


AMISTAD DAM 


Remarks of the President and President Gustavo Diaz Ordaz of Mexico 
at the Dedication of the Dam on the Rio Grande. September 8, 1969 


Preswent Nixon. Mr. President, Senora Diaz Ordaz, Your Excellencies, 
and our friends from Mexico and the United States: 


As I stand here today on this historic site, I think back to another day. 
In 1953, the first year of his administration, President Eisenhower 
traveled to the Mexican-American border to meet with President Ruiz 
Cortines to dedicate the new Falcon Dam on the Rio Grande River. And 
that structure, he said at that time, was a “living testimony to the under- 
standing and the cooperation binding our two peoples.” 

Now, in 1969, in the first year of my administration, I, too, come 
to Mexico. I come to talk with President Diaz Ordaz and to dedicate 
another new dam along that same river, a complement to the Falcon 
Dam, and one which was built as a direct result of an agreement which 
President Eisenhower signed in 1960, his last full year in office. 

Like the Falcon Dam, the new Amistad Dam also testifies to the 
spirit of understanding and cooperation which binds our two countries. 
In fact, its very name describes better than any other single word the 
special spirit of our relationship. 
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How that name came about is an interesting story. In October 1959, 
President Eisenhower at Camp David met with President Lépez 
Mateos. The dam then was to be known as the Diablo Dam. President 
Eisenhower thought that was a rather ominous name for a dam and 
President Lépez suggested that the name be changed to Amistad. 

So today we have a name which to millions of my countrymen who 
speak Spanish means “friendship,” and friendship for my countrymen is 
a word which carries a special meaning and a special warmth. As we 
dedicate this dam today, we also rededicate ourselves to the furtherance 
of an ideal friendship. 

Mr. President, we meet today on an international border. It is a 
beautiful place where we gather, beautiful for natural reasons and 
beautiful, too, because we see here what two great countries can accom- 
plish when they work together. 

This dam is an impressive achievement. First of all, it is an impressive 
physical achievement. It will contribute to the conservation and regula- 
tion of water supplies and will provide a fine recreational resource for 
both of our peoples. 

It is also an impressive diplomatic accomplishment, the result of 
complex and determined efforts which have stretched over a period of 
many years. 

And finally, this achievement is impressive in human terms, im- 
pressive because of what it says about the special relationship which has 
grown up between the people of Mexico and the people of the United 
States. 

It is a relationship based on a full understanding, for each of our 
countries knows the other way. It is a relationship based on mutual trust, 
for each of our countries has confidence in the other’s good will. And it is 
a relationship based on mutual respect. Each of us recognizes the sov- 
ereignty and independence of the other and the right of each to reach 
different conclusions in matters of mutual interest without impairing our 
basic friendship. 

Mr. President, while our visit today is a brief one, this great dam 
which we dedicate will continue to bear witness to our relationship day 
in and day out, year in and year out. It stands as a persuasive example to 
all the people of the world of the advantages which can come from 
peaceful cooperation between nations. And it will remain always a tangi- 
ble monument to the spirit of friendship and partnership between our 
two peoples and our two nations. 


PRESIDENT DtAz Orpaz. Mr. President, Mrs. Nixon, ladies and 
gentlemen: 


It is very satisfactory to have this first contact with you, Mr. 
President, and it is especially satisfactory to have it under the name of 
this dam—Amistad, friendship. 

I certainly hope that this first contact between us will help to 
establish and continue the friendship between us. It is a good thing 
President Lépez Mateos and President Eisenhower gave this name to 
this dam. Can you imagine what might have happened if we had 
remained with the old name? 

We are two countries with a long frontier between us and, conse- 
quently, with many problems between us. Fortunately, none of these 
problems is important enough, is serious enough, so that it cannot be 
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solved by mutual comprehension and within the law, and none of them 
can or will become a barrier between us. 

This frontier is not just a frontier between two different countries 
but between two different worlds, two different languages, two different 
cultures, two different forms of life. 

On this line is where Latin America ends. Because of this we have 
two special tasks. One is to be faithful to ourselves as Mexicans and the 
other is to be faithful to ourselves as Latin Americans. 

Taking into account the great complexity of the relations between 
our two countries, our relations are the best that we have ever had in our 
history and I believe that with your cooperation we two together can 
make them even better. 

How is it possible that with so many obstacles our peoples have 
managed to establish friendship, to maintain it, and to make it ever 
closer? It is only as you, yourself, have just said, Mr. President, with 
comprehension, with friendship, and within the law. Whatever unites 
two that do not respect each other can be called anything except 
friendship. 

We have made efforts through the years to understand and accept 
that we have two different nations that have different forms of expression 
and each one of which has its own sovereignty. All the peoples of the 
world have the right to choose their own road, to construct their own 
way of life which will lead them to liberty and the prosperity of their 
inhabitants. We have made every effort to remain within the rule of law. 

It took us 100 years to achieve an agreement on the Chamizal. On 
the other hand, the Los Indios bank, which the river took from one side 
of the border in 1967, has been already returned to us and we have 
already made the canals necessary to clear from salt the flow of water 
into this river. 

You and I, Mr. President, are not only officers of our countries, we 
are also lawyers. And we know that the application of law is what brings 
about justice. That is why we both know that any problems that may 
arise in the future must be resolved within a spirit of comprehension, 
with mutual respect, and within the rule of law that you mentioned a 
few moments ago. 

We are united here by a very special ceremony. We are about to 
inaugurate this dam which is important in itself by the economic effort 
it implies and also by the capacity of our technicians and our workers. 

But it is even more important because of its significance. One is the 
one that lies in its name and the other which you yourself have just 
mentioned is the demonstration of what two friendly countries can do 
together. 

Thus, this dam is only one more part of the road that we have walked 
together and we will walk further together in order to respect ourselves 
and to maintain our friendship. 

This dam is not only to hold back the waters of the Rio Bravo or to 
show that nature can be held back, but it is also a bridge, one more bridge, 
constructed between our two peoples. 
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I am very glad to invite you and Mrs. Nixon to inaugurate, together 
with me, this new dam and bridge. You are awaited by the land of 
the State of Coahuila, the fountain of our revolution that saw the birth 
of Francisco I. Madero and Venustiano Carranza, one who initiated our 
social revolution and the other who consolidated it in our present Consti- 


tution in 1917. 


Mr. President, to you and your party, we open our arms, the arms 
of cordiality. You are very welcome to our homeland, to Mexico. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m., c.d.t., at the Amistad Dam, situated on the 
Rio Grande between Del Rio, Tex., and Ciudad Acufia, Mexico. 





Luncheon With President Diaz Ordaz 
of Mexico 


Exchange of Toasts Between President Nixon and 
President Diaz Ordaz at El Mirador, Coahuila, Mexico. 
September 8, 1969 


PRESIDENT Diaz Orpaz. Mr. 
gentlemen: 


President, ladies and 


In the very real conversation President Nixon, Mrs. 
Nixon, and myself have had, President Nixon has been 
kind enough to accept the invitation we have made to the 
three astronauts who went to the moon to start their trip 
around the world in Mexico. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President. We will make 
our best efforts to receive these three intrepid heroes as 
they deserve to be received. 

Thank you also because you permitted us to participate 
in a way, because the astronauts definitely left the mes- 
sages of other countries—among them Mexico—which 
now remain forever in this natural satellite of ours. 

I repeat our heartfelt congratulations to the Govern- 
ment and to the people of the United States for this most 
extraordinary of all time and epic voyage, and our warm- 
est homage to those three men who went to the moon, 
Armstrong, Aldrin and Collins, whose names will be 
repeated by schoolboys throughout the rest of time. 

The United States gave proof of its greatness when it 
achieved this great triumph, but it became even greater 
when they understood it and accepted it as a triumph of 
all humanity. 

In that moment, in millions of men throughout the 
earth, a new sentiment of human immortality was born, 
when Armstrong put his foot on the surface of the moon. 

It is impossible to understand today individual feats 
such as Charles Lindbergh crossing the Atlantic alone. 
Behind these three men there were those of others, scien- 
sts, technicians, workers, and not only the efforts of those 
who directly participated in making this trip possible, but 
when they were alone up in the heights, they were ac- 


companied by a sentiment of solidarity by humans 
throughout the world. 

I toast to the people who made this feat possible. I 
toast the people of the United States on their road to 
liberty and prosperity in my own name and that of Mrs. 
Diaz Ordaz and that of the Government officials and 
visitors who accompany me. I toast this great people in 
the person of President Nixon, who is here beside me, 
and Mrs. Nixon. 


PRESIDENT Nixon. Mr. President and Mrs. Diaz Ordaz, 
Your Excellencies: 


On this occasion I first want to express the grateful 
appreciation of all of the members of the American 
party for this superb luncheon that you have extended to 
us. 

We came here for what was described simply as a 
ceremony, the dedication of the dam. But with your 
flowers, the music, the dancing, and also with your words, 
you have touched our hearts. 

We want you to know that as we meet here in Mexico, 
this happens to be the first visit that I have paid as 
President of the United States to any of the countries in 
Latin America. It is right that this should be so, because 
of our long association in the past and also it has afforded 
an opportunity for us to discuss some of the problems 
on which our mutual thinking can be helpful to find 
solutions. 

This is the first occasion that I have had to meet and 
talk with the President of Mexico and I found in him a 
kind man, a compassionate man, and a very wise man 
in his understanding of the problems of the people of the 
world. 

I hope that this will be only the first of many discussions 
that we will have on the problems on which we can work 
together. 

Now, on this very happy occasion and very festive 
occasion, I would like to add a personal note. One of the 
songs that was presented a few moments ago by the group 
that presented the record to us was composed on the 30th 
wedding anniversary of President and Senora Diaz Ordaz 
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just 2 years ago. Two days from now they will celebrate 
their 32d wedding anniversary in Mexico City, and on 
that occasion their son will be married. 

Mr. President, we appreciate your taking the time to 
come here to greet us on this occasion, but with the wed- 
ding coming up, even where it is the mother of the groom, 
we particularly appreciate Seflora Diaz Ordaz coming 
here. I want to say, from the recent experience, had it 
been the mother of the bride, that would not have been 
possible. 

That allows me to refer to the fact that in the official 
background that was prepared for me for this visit, it was 
pointed out that I had visited Mexico in 1953 as Vice 
President-elect when I attended the inauguration of Ruiz 
Cortines as President; in 1955 when I was on a visit to 
Mexico and Central America, when I traveled as Vice 
President; and in 1957 when I was received very warmly 
and graciously by several persons present here, including 
Carrillo Flores. 

But the official background left out the two most im- 
portant things. In 1940, my wife and I visited Mexico for 
2 weeks on our wedding date. In 1965 we returned again 
on our 25th wedding anniversary with our two children, 
and again spent a week in Mexico. 

I say that only to indicate that from all the words that we 
have spoken today, you can be sure that the new adminis- 
tration has a strong feeling of affection for the Govern- 
ment of Mexico, and for the people of Mexico. 

But on my part, and speaking also for my wife, that 
feeling is not just official; it is very personal for the reasons 
that I have now described. Mexico has a special place in 
our hearts and you can be sure that in all the years ahead 
we shall look forward to more visits like this, either here 
or in Washington, or perhaps even in California. 

Now I would ask you all to rise and to raise your glasses 
and toast the friendship of the people of Mexico and of 
the United States, and even more important, to the Presi- 
dent of Mexico, Sefor and Sefiora Diaz Ordaz, to their 
happiness in all the years ahead and the happiness of all 
their children. 


NOTE: The exchange of toasts began at 4:20 p.m., c.d.t. As printed 
above, this item follows the text of the White House press release. 


El Mirador, Coahuila, Mexico 


The President’s Remarks Upon Departure 
From Mexico. September 8, 1969 


Mr. President, as the time comes to say goodby, we 
want to express our deep appreciation for the wonderful 
welcome you have given us on this visit to Mexico, and 
the warm hospitality, the wonderful entertainment, the 
beautiful luncheon. The words that you have spoken have 
only meant to us that we look forward to the time that we 
can return for a longer visit. 
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At the luncheon the President made an announcement 
that I think all of those here would like to hear as well, 
Our astronauts are going to take a trip around the world, 
beginning in about 24% weeks. They have been invited 
to most of the countries of the world, including a very 
gracious invitation from Mexico. 

The President of Mexico has issued such an invitation 
and the first stop on their world trip will be in Mexico 
City on September 29 or 30. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 5:10 p.m., c.d.t. As printed above, 
this item follows the text of the White House press release. 


Laughlin Air Force Base, Texas 


The President’s Remarks Upon Departure From Texas. 
September 8, 1969 


Before we fly on to Washington, with a stop in Missis- 
sippi to look at the flood damage in between, I just wanted 
to take this opportunity to express, on behalf of Mrs. Nixon 
and myself, our appreciation for all of you for giving us 
such a warm welcome. I am not speaking of the weather. 
I am speaking of the welcome you have given us by 
coming out here to the airstrip as we arrived and when 
we take off. 

I undestand that most of the people here are, one way 
or another, with the Laughlin Air Force Base. You serve 
in the Air Force or you are dependents of Air Force 
families. 

Having just traveled around the world with my wife 
on a world trip in an Air Force plane, a pretty good one, 
incidentally, and having also traveled to Europe and 
all over the United States, I know many of the top Air 
Force personnel in that capacity, but also I have seen 
them in our bases around the world. 

I am really tremendously proud of the men and women 
who serve in the Armed Forces in the United States, 
proud of them for the job they do abroad and proud 
of them for the job they do here in bases like this in the 
United States. 

We often hear a lot of criticism of our Armed Forces 
these days. I can only say that as far as those who are 
serving in the Armed Forces, you can look at your service 
with pride. You can recognize that by reason of what 
you do the United States of America is able to maintain 
a position of world leadership which is so essential if 
peace is to be brought to this world, and if we are going 
to have peace with freedom in the world. 

That is the goal of any President. It is the goal of 
any diplomat. That goal cannot be achieved without the 
strong Armed Forces strength which the Air Force makes 
a great contribution to. 

With those words, let me say again, thank you 8? 
much for coming out and welcoming us. We wish you 
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the very best and we look forward to seeing you again, 
perhaps in Washington or some other base, or in your 
hometown, wherever that may be. 


Thank you very much. 


sore: The President spoke at 5:30 p.m., c.d.t. As printed above, 
this item follows the text of the White House press release. 


Inspection of Hurricane Damage 


The President’s Remarks at Gulfport, Mississippi, 
Following an Aerial Inspection of Damage Resulting 
From Hurricane Camille. September 8, 1969 


Governor Williams, Senator Eastland, Senator Stennis, 
Chairman Colmer, the other distinguished Members of 
the Congress, the other distinguished guests here on the 
platform, and all of this magnificent crowd here in Gulf- 


port, Mississippi: 


I want to express appreciation to you for giving me and 
my wife such a warm welcome and to tell you that as I 
flew over the damage today in Mississippi, I could see that 
the facts that have been given to me before could not 
adequately state that damage. 

As you know, this is the worst storm that has been 
recorded in 100 years of recording storms in the United 
States, and that means that it probably is the worst in terms 
of damage, physically, that any State or any area has ever 
suffered. 

As you know, thousands have been made homeless, hun- 
dreds are dead, hundreds of millions of dollars in property 
damage—all of this I saw before me as we flew over 
Mississippi today. 

Then, for a few moments, as the plane landed and 
a we stepped out on the platform and looked at this 
huge crowd, I realized that whatever had happened to 
Mississippi from the standpoint of physical destruction, 
the spirit of the people of Mississippi is still high and it 
will continue to be high. 

Iam very proud as I stand before you as an American, 
not just as President of the United States but as an 
American speaking to my fellow Americans, to see such 
4 wonderful spirit despite the adversity which you have 
suffered. 

I do not want to sound now as if all that has happened 
‘0 you could turn out to be the best. But could I for a 
moment remind this great audience of some of the lessons 
of history? 

Throughout history we have found that great natural 
disasters have either made or broken civilization, and 
the same can be said of a man or a woman, a disaster 
‘an make or break him. 

Also, throughout history we have found that when a 
People are able to survive a disaster, that they then 
develop a greatness that otherwise they never would have 
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had or never knew that they had, because what was 
required of them was to develop a new approach and 
new spirit and new way of life which they otherwise 
might never have discovered. 

I refer, for example, to my own State of California. 
One of the most beautiful cities in the world is San 
Francisco, and yet San Francisco 60 years ago was 
leveled by an earthquake and a fire. It came back more 
beautifully than ever. 

I refer in more recent times to Anchorage, Alaska. I 
refer to the earthquake destruction 3 years ago. Yet, 
Anchorage has come back and it is going to be a more 
beautiful city and the people of Anchorage met the 
challenge and will be greater than before. 

I predict that the people of Mississippi and those that 
have suffered damage will come from this destruction 
and you will rise from it and become greater people than 
you were before. 

On the part of your Federal Government, I can cer- 
tainly pledge to you a continuation of the interest that 
we have already shown, an interest that is not partisan, it 
represents all of the people of this country; an interest 
in terms of all the departments of Government, all the 
agencies in Government; an interest which is shared by 
the Members of the House and Senate, led by your own 
House and Senate delegation. 

I can pledge to you, too, that what has happened in 
Mississippi, and also to the neighboring State of Louisiana 
and areas there, has touched the heart of the Nation and 
volunteer organizations are making their contributions. 

I was touched the night when I called the Bob Hope 
telethon to hear that over $1 million had been raised that 
very night from people all over the Nation for the people 
here who suffered in Mississippi. 

I know, too, that here in this State, under the leader- 
ship of your Governor and working with the Members 
of the House and Senate, and also the State legislature, 
that you have set up an unprecedented group of private 
citizens and government officials to work together for 
a new kind of cooperation, a plan in which you will not 
just rebuild what was old, as it was, but in which you will 
build a new area, not only new buildings, but new ideas 
and new opportunity for all of the people of this great 
State. What a challenge that is. 

I am confident you are going to meet it. I am confident 
because of the words that I have heard during these past 
few minutes from the leaders of your State, both at the 
State level and your representatives in Washington, D.C. 

I am confident for another reason, for what I see before 
me here today, thousands of people. I saw your cars lined 
up for miles and I hear that some of you have been here 
since 2 o'clock this afternoon. I realize what you have 
done and the demonstration which this really symbolizes. 
What it means is this: It means that no matter how 
many millions of dollars we get from Washington, no 
matter how much you are able to get from the State 
government or your county government, no matter how 
much comes from the various volunteer organizations 
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from all over America, that what really counts are the 
people. 

Because, if the heart of the people and the spirit of 
the people and the strength of the people are not sound, 
then all of the money in the world will not help. As I 
come to Mississippi today, I see that the heart and the 
spirit and the strength of the people of Mississippi have 
never been stronger. That means you are going forward 
to a greater future than ever before. 

Ladies and gentlemen, we won’t have the time to meet 
and shake hands with everybody here because we have 
to fly on to Washington, but we would like to meet some 
of you and if we don’t meet you all, just remember, we 
wish that we could and maybe next time. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:25 p.m., c.d.t., at the Gulfport 


Municipal Airport, Gulfport, Miss. As printed above, this item 
follows the text of the White House press release. 


Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen 


Executive Order 11479. Dated September 8, 1969. 
Released September 9, 1969 


Tue HonorasBitE Everett McKINLEY DIRKSEN 


As an added mark of respect to the memory of the 
Honorable Everett McKinley Dirksen, late Minority 
Leader and Member of the Senate of the United States, 
it is hereby ordered that the flag of the United States shall 
be flown at half-staff on all buildings, grounds, and naval 
vessels of the Federal Government in the metropolitan 
area of the District of Columbia from the day of death 
until interment, as the flag will be flown in his home State 
of Illinois under the provisions of Proclamation 3044 of 
March 1, 1954. 

RicHarp Nixon 
The White House 

September 8, 1969 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:25 am., 
September 10, 1969] 


NOTE: For other items on Senator Dirksen, see pages 1238 and 1247 
of this issue. 


Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen 


The President’s Remarks at Memorial Services for the 
Senate Minority Leader in the Capitol Rotunda. 
September 9, 1969 


Mrs. Dirksen, Mr. Vice President, Mr. Chief Justice, 
Members of the Congress, Members of the Cabinet, Mem- 
bers of the Diplomatic Corps, Your Excellencies, and 
friends of Everett Dirksen throughout the Nation: 


When Daniel Webster died more than a century ago, 
a man who differed strongly with him on many public 
issues rose in Congress to say this in eulogy: 
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“Our great men are the common property of the 
country.” 

Everett Dirksen, of Illinois, was and is the “common 
property” of all the 50 States. 

Senator Dirksen belonged to all of us because he always 
put his country first. He was an outspoken partisan—be 
was an individualist of the first rank—but he put his nation 
before himself and before his party. 

He came to the Nation’s Capital in 1932, and his public 
service spanned an era of enormous change in the life 
of our country. He played a vital part in that change, 
That is why it is so difficult to think of the Washington 
scene, of this Capitol, without him. 

Only his fellow legislators, the Senators and Represent- 
atives who have gathered here today and who mourn his 
loss across the Nation, know the full extent of his contri- 
bution to the process of governing this country. 

They know the time and concern he put into their bills, 
their causes, their problems. They know another side to 
Everett Dirksen—the side in the committees and behind 
the scenes where so much of the hard work and the hard 
bargaining is done, where there is so little that makes 
headlines and so much that makes legislation. 

Through four Presidencies, through the adult life of 
most Americans living today, Everett Dirksen has had a 
hand in shaping almost every important law that affects 
our lives. 

Everett Dirksen was a politician in the finest sense of 
that much abused word. If he were here, I think he might 
put it this way: 

A politician knows that more important than the bill 
that is proposed is the law that is passed. 

A politician knows that his friends are not always his 
allies, and that his adversaries are not his enemies. 

A politician knows how to make the process of democ- 
racy work, and loves the intricate workings of the demo- 
cratic system. 

A politician knows not only how to count votes, but 
how to make his vote count. 

A politician knows that his words are his weapons, but 
that his word is his bond. 

A politician knows that only if he leaves room for 
discussion and room for concession can he gain room for 
maneuver. 

A politician knows that the best way to be a winner is 
to make the other side feel it does not have to be a loser. 

And a politician—in the Dirksen tradition—knows 
both the name of the game and the rules of the game, and 
he seeks his ends through the time-honored democratic 
means. 

By being that kind of politician, this “Man of the 
Minority” earned the respect and affection of the Major- 
ity. And by the special way he gave leadership to legisla- 
tion, he added grace and elegance and courtliness to the 
word “politician.” 

That is how he became the leader of a minority, and 
one of the leaders of our Nation. And that is why, when 
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the Senate worked its way, Everett Dirksen so often 
worked his way. 

That is why, while he never became President, his im- 
pact and influence on the Nation was greater than that 
of most Presidents in our history. 

He was at once a tough-minded man and a complete 
sentleman. He could take issue without taking offense. 
And if that is an example of the “old politics,” let us hope 
that it always has a place in the politics of the future. 

He is a man to be remembered, as we remember the 
other giants of the Senate—the Websters and Calhouns, 
the Vandenbergs and the Tafts. 

Some will remember his voice—that unforgettable 
voie—that rolled as deep and majestically as the river 
that defines the western border of the State of Illinois he 
loved so well. Others will remember the unfailing—often 
xlf-deprecating—sense of humor which proved that a 
man of serious purpose need never take himself too 
sriously, 

Others will remember the mastery of language, the gift 
of oratory that placed him in a class with Bryan and 
Churchill, showing, as only he would put it, that “The oil 
can is mightier than the sword.” 

But as we do honor to his memory, let us never forget 
the single quality that made him unique, the quality that 
made him powerful, made him beloved: the quality of 
character. 

Everett Dirksen cultivated an appearance that made 
him seem old-fashioned, an incarnation of a bygone year. 
But that quality of character is as modern as a Saturn V. 

As he could persuade, he could be persuaded. His re- 
ect for other points of view lent weight to his own 
pint of view. He was not afraid to change his position 
if he were persuaded that he had been wrong. That toler- 
ance and sympathy were elements of his character and 
that charater gained him the affection and esteem of mil- 
lions of his fellow Americans. 

We shall always remember Everett Dirksen in the terms 
he used to describe his beloved marigolds: hardy, vivid, 
exuberant, colorful—and uniquely American. 

To his family, his staff, and his legion of friends who 
knew and loved Everett Dirksen, I would like to add a 
personal word. 

There are memorable moments we will never know 
again—those eloquent speeches, the incomparable anec- 
dotes, those wonderfully happy birthday parties. 

But he, least of all, would want this to be a sad oc- 
casion, With his dramatic sense of history, I can hear him 
how speaking of the glory of this moment. 

As a man of politics, he knew both victory and defeat. 

As a student of philosophy, he knew the triumph of 
and the tragedy and the misery of life. 

And as a student of history, he knew that some men 
achieve greatness, others are not recognized for their great- 
hess until after their death, only a privileged few live to 
hear the favorable verdict of history on their careers. 
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Two thousand years ago the poet Sophocles wrote: 
“One must wait until the evening to see how splendid the 
day has been.” 

We who were privileged to be his friends can take com- 
fort in the fact that Everett Dirksen—in the rich evening 
of his life, his leadership unchallenged, his mind clear, his 
great voice still powerful across the land—could look back 
upon his life and say: The day has indeed been splendid. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 12:14 p.m. For other items on 
Senator Dirksen, see pages 1238, 1244, and 1247 of this issue. 


National Employ the Physically 
Handicapped Week, 1969 


Proclamation 3927. September 9, 1969 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


During the past three decades, this nation has made 
great progress in helping handicapped Americans find 
work. Seven million men and women have overcome dis- 
abilities and found a place for themselves in industry, 
commerce, and the professions. 

As favorable as are the statistics documenting this 
achievement, there are still many handicapped persons in 
need of rehabilitation. Programs are needed which will 
continue and expand the work which has already been 
done. 

Yet even the best programs are not enough if they are 
not matched by a growth of understanding on the part 
of employers and the public at large. Misconceptions con- 
cerning disability must be supplanted by facts. 

We must help the physically handicapped not only be- 
cause it enables them to build better lives, but also be- 
cause an American who is employed despite his handicap 
can help to build a better nation for all of us. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nrxon, President of 
the United States of America, in accordance with the 
joint resolution of Congress approved August 11, 1945 
(59 Stat. 530), designating the first full week of October 
of each year as National Employ the Physically Handi- 
capped Week, do hereby call upon the people of our 
Nation to observe the week beginning October 5, 1969, 
for such purpose. 

During that week I urge all the Governors of States, 
mayors of cities, and other public officials, as well as 
leaders of industry, educational and religious groups, 
labor, civic, veterans’, agricultural, women’s, scientific, 
professional, and fraternal organizations, and all other 
interested organizations and individuals, including the 
handicapped themselves, to participate in this observance. 
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In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this ninth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred sixty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America, the one hundred and 
ninety-fourth. 

RicHarp Nixon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 10:28 a.m., 
September 10, 1969] 


The President’s Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped 
Executive Order 11480. September 9, 1969 


THE PRESIDENT’S COMMITTEE ON EMPLOYMENT OF THE 
HANDICAPPED 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States, and in order to provide for the 
carrying out of the provisions of the Joint Resolution 
approved July 11, 1949, ch. 302, 63 Stat. 409, as 
amended, and the provisions of section 8 of the Voca- 
tional Rehabilitation Act, as amended (29 U.S.C. 38), 
it is ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment and composition of the 
President’s Committee. (a) There is hereby established 
the President’s Committee on Employment of the Handi- 
capped (hereinafter referred to as the Committee or as 
the President’s Committee). 

(b) The Committee shall be composed of a Chair- 
man and not more than four Vice Chairmen, who shall 
be appointed by and serve at the pleasure of the Presi- 
dent, and of so many other members as may be appointed 
thereto from time to time by the Chairman of the Presi- 
dent’s Committee from among persons (including repre- 
sentatives of organizations) who can contribute to the 
achievement of the objectives of the Committee. Members 
appointed by the Chairman shall be appointed for a 
term of three years and may be reappointed. The Chair- 
man of the President’s Committee may at any time 
terminate the service of any member of the President’s 
Committee, except any member appointed by the 
President. 

(c) The Chairman of the President’s Committee, upon 
the advice of the Executive Committee (hereinafter pro- 
vided for), may designate as, or invite to be, associate 
members of the President’s Committee any heads of 
Federal departments and agencies which have respon- 
sibility for rehabilitation services or promotional activities 
touching the field of interest of the Committee or which 
are leading employers of handicapped personnel. 

(d) Representatives of industry, labor, public and 
private agencies, and other concerned organizations and 
individuals may be invited to attend meetings of the 
Committee. 
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Sec. 2. Functions of the Committee. The Presidents 
Committee shall facilitate the development of maximum 
employment opportunities for the physically handicapped, 
mentally retarded, and mentally restored. To this eng 
the Committee shall supply information to employers, 
labor unions, and national and international organiza. 
tions, conduct a program of public education, promote 
cooperation between organizations and agencies, and en- 
list the support of Federal officials, State and local 
officials, Governors’ and local Committees on Employ- 
ment of the Handicapped, professional organizations, 
organized labor, and appropriate international organiza. 
tions. In carrying out the functions vested in it by section 
8 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act, as amended, the 
Committee shall work closely with the Department of 
Labor, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, 
the Veterans Administration, State employment-security 
agencies, and State vocational rehabilitation agencies. 

Sec. 3. Executive Committee. (a) There is hereby 
established the Executive Committee of the President’s 
Committee on Employment of the Handicapped. The 
Executive Committee shall be composed of the Chair- 
man of the President’s Committee, who shall also be 
the Chairman of the Executive Committee, the Vice 
Chairmen of the President’s Committee, and so many 
additional members as will provide an Executive Com- 
mittee of not less than fifteen and not more than 
fifty members. The said additional members shall be 
appointed annually by the Chairman of the President's 
Committee, from among the members of the President’s 
Committee or otherwise. The Chairman of the President's 
Committee may at any time terminate the service of any 
member of the Executive Committee. 

(b) The Executive Committee shall advise and assist 
the Chairman of the President’s Committee in the con- 
duct of the business of the President’s Committee and, 
as authorized by the President’s Committee or the Chair- 
man thereof (with due regard for the responsibilities of 
other Federal agencies), shall study the problems of the 
handicapped in obtaining and retaining suitable employ- 
ment, invite authorities in the various professional, techni- 
cal, and other pertinent fields to assist in the exploration of 
those problems, and review and develop plans and projects 
for promoting the employment of the handicapped. 

Sec. 4. Advisory Council. There is hereby established 
the Advisory Council on Employment of the Handi- 
capped, which shall advise the President’s Committee with 
respect to the responsibilities of the Committee. The Coun- 
cil shall be composed of the Chairman of the President's 
Committee, who shall also be the Chairman of the Council, 
and of the following-named officers, or their respective 
alternatives: The Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary 
of Commerce, the Secretary of Labor, the Secretary of 
Health, Education, and Welfare, the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development, the Secretary of Transportation, 
the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs, and the Chairman 
of the United States Civil Service Commission. 
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Sec. 5. Administrative and incidental matters. (a) 
The President’s Committee, the Executive Committee, and 
ihe Advisory Council shall each meet on call of the Chair- 
man of the President’s Committee at a time and place 
designated by him. In the case of the President’s Commit- 
ee and the Executive Committee, the Chairman shall 
all at least one meeting and two meetings, respectively, to 
beheld during each calendar year. 

(b) In the absence of designation by the President, the 
Chairman of the President’s Committee may from time 
to time designate a Vice Chairman of the President’s 
Committee to be one or more of the following-named in 
the absence of the Chairman: Acting Chairman of the 
President’s Committee, Acting Chairman of the Executive 
Committee, and Acting Chairman of the Advisory Coun- 
il. The Chairman of the President’s Committee shall from 
time to time assign other duties to the Vice Chairmen 
thereof. 

(c) The Chairman of the President’s Committee shall 
on behalf of the President direct the President’s Commit- 
tee and its functions. 

(d) The Chairman may from time to time prescribe 
sich necessary rules, procedures, and policies relating to 
the President’s Committee, the Executive Committee, and 
the Advisory Council, and their affairs, as are not in- 
consistent with law or with the provisions of this order. 

(e) The Vice Chairmen shall advise and counsel the 
Committee and shall represent the Committee on appro- 
priate occasions. 

(f) All members (including the Chairman and Vice 
Chairmen) of the President’s Committee, the Executive 
Committee, and the Advisory Council shall serve without 
compensation. The Chairman and the Vice Chairmen 
of the President’s Committee may receive transportation 
and per diem allowances as authorized by law for persons 
erving without compensation. 

(g) Employees of the President’s Committee shall be 
appointed, subject to law, and shall be directed, by the 
Chairman of the Committee. To such extent as may be 
mutually arranged by the Chairman of the Committee 
and the Secretary of Labor, employees of the Committee 
shall be subject to the administrative rules, regulations, 
and procedures of the Department of Labor. 

(h) The Department of Labor is requested to make 
wailable to the President’s Committee necessary office 
space and to furnish the Committee, under such arrange- 
ments respecting financing as may be appropriate, neces- 
‘ry equipment, supplies, and services. The estimates of 
appropriations for the operations of the Committee shall 
% included within the framework of the appropriation 
‘tucture of the Department of Labor, in such manner as 
the Director of the Bureau of the Budget may prescribe. 
The Chairman of the Committee, in cooperation with the 
Assistant Secretary for Administration of the Department 
of Labor, shall be responsible for the preparation and 
Nstification of the estimates of appropriations for the 
Committee. 


Sec. 6. Prior orders; transition. (a) To the extent that 
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this order is inconsistent with any provision of any prior 
order, or with any provision of any regulation or other 
measure or disposition, heretofore issued, made, or taken 
by the President or by any other officer of the executive 
branch of the Government, this order shall control. Execu- 
tive Order No. 10994 of February 14, 1962, and Execu- 
tive Order No. 11018 of April 27, 1962, are hereby 
superseded. 

(b) Without further action by the President or the 
Chairman of the Committee, all members, employees, 
records, property, funds, and pending business of the 
President's Committee on Employment of the Handi- 
capped provided for in Executive Order No. 10994 of 
February 14, 1962, as amended, shall on the date of 
this order become members, employees, records, property, 
funds, and pending business of the Committee established 
by this order. 

(c) The tenure of persons as members of the Commit- 
tee in pursuance of the provisions of section 6(b) of this 
order, (i), in the case of persons appointed to the predeces- 
sor Committee by the President, shall be at the pleasure 
of the President, and (ii), in the case of other members, 
shall be for periods equal to their respective unexpired 
terms under Executive Order No. 10994, as amended, 
but shall also be subject to the provisions of the last 
sentence of section | (b) of this order. 


RicHArpD NIxon 
The White House 


September 9, 1969 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:25 am., 
September 10, 1969] 


Senator Everett McKinley Dirksen 


Executive Order 11481. September 10, 1969 


THe HonoraABLeE Everett McKINtey DirKSEN 


In further respect to the memory of the Honorable 
Everett McKinley Dirksen, late Minority Leader of the 
Senate of the United States, I direct that on the day of 
his interment, September 11, 1969, the flag of the United 
States shall be flown at half-staff on all buildings, grounds 
and naval vessels of the Federal Government in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and throughout the United States and 
its Territories and possessions. 

I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff for 
the same length of time at all United States embassies, lega- 
tions, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, includ- 
ing all military facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

RICHARD NIxON 
The White House 
September 10, 1969 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:39 am., 
September 10, 1969] 


NOTE: For other items on Senator Dirksen, see pages 1238 and 1244 
of this issue. 
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United States Ambassador to Austria 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
John P. Humes of New York. September 10, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate John P. Humes, of New York, as United States 
Ambassador to Austria. Since 1956, Humes has been a 
partner in the law firm of Humes, Andrews, and Botzow, 
New York City. In Vienna, he will succeed Ambassador 
Douglas MacArthur II, whose nomination as United 
States Ambassador to Iran was recently announced, 

Born on July 21, 1921, in New York City, Humes was 
educated at Princeton University (A.B., 1943) and Ford- 
ham Law School (LL.B., J.D., 1948). In 1943-46, he 
served in the U.S. Army, Signal Intelligence Service, ETO. 

Admitted to the bar of the State of New York in 1948, 
and to the U.S. District Court, Southern District of New 
York, in 1949, Humes became associated with the law firm 
of Shearman and Sterling (1948-55) before joining 
Humes, Andrews, and Botzow. He is president, Board of 
Trustees of Fay School, Southborough, Mass., and secre- 
tary, Board of Trustees of Portledge School, Locust 
Valley, N.Y. 

Humes is married to the former Jean C. Schmidlapp, 
and he has six sons. 


Disaster Assistance for Kansas 


Announcement of Allocation of Additional Funds for 
Repair or Replacement of Public Property Damaged by 
Floods and High Winds. September 10, 1969 


The President today allocated to Kansas an additional 
$400,000 for such Federal assistance as repair or replace- 
ment of public property damaged by floods and high 
winds in portions of the State beginning June 21. 

Today’s action follows a July 15 major disaster declara- 
tion, made at the request of Governor Robert B. Dock- 
ing. Federal funds allocated to the State for this disaster 
by President Nixon thus far amount to $900,000. 

The money is authorized by the Federal Disaster Act 
(Public Law 81-875), and will be administered by the 
Office of Emergency Preparedness regional headquarters 
in Denver, Colo. 


Disaster Assistance for Tennessee 


Announcement of Allocation of Additional Funds for 
Repair of Damage Resulting From Storms and Floods. 
September 10, 1969 


The President today allocated to Tennessee an addi- 
tional $350,000 for Federal disaster assistance activities 
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including repair or replacement of public property de. 
stroyed and damaged by severe storms and flooding. 

Today’s action follows a July 11 major disaster aadiee 
tion by the President, made at the request of Governor 
Buford Ellington. Federal funds allocated to the State for 
this disaster by President Nixon thus far amount to 
$550,000. 

The money is authorized by the Federal Disaster Act 
(Public Law 81-875) and will be administerd by the 
Office of Emergency Preparedness regional headquarters 
in Thomasville, Ga. 


Four Corners Regional Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
L. Ralph Mecham as Federal Cochairman. 
September 10, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to noni- 
nate L. Ralph Mecham of Salt Lake City as Federal Co- 
chairman of the Four Corners Regional Commission, an 
agency working for the long-range economic growth in 
major sections of four western States. 

Since March Mecham has been serving as Special 
Assistant to the Secretary of Commerce for Regional 
Economic Coordination. In addition, he has served as 
Executive Secretary to the Cabinet-level Federal Advisory 
Council on Regional Economic Development. 

In addition to the Federal Cochairman, each Regional 
Commission consists of the Governors of the participating 
States, who elect a State Cochairman from their mem- 
bership. 

The Four Corners Region includes 92 counties in Ari- 
zona, Colorado, New Mexico and Utah. The region gets 
its name from the common boundary point of the four 
States. Commission headquarters are located in Farming- 
ton, N. Mex. 

Governor David F. Cargo of New Mexico is State 
Cochairman for 1969. Other State members are Gov- 
ernors Jack Williams of Arizona, John A. Love of 
Colorado, and Calvin L. Rampton of Utah. 

From June 1967 until March 1969, Mecham was vice 
president for economic and community development at 
the University of Utah. 

He administered the Center for Economic and Com- 
munity Development, which directs most of the school’s 
public service and applied economic research activities. 
He also lectured in political science and directed the 
University of Utah Research Park, a 594-acre tract used 
for commercial and governmental scientific research 
activities. 

He also served as vice president and general counsel of 
the Olympus Research Corporation for 8 months in 

1968 and 1969, evaluating Federal manpower pr 
grams in the Denver, Colo., area and handling the firm’s 
legal affairs. 
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From 1952 to 1965 he was Administrative Assistant 
and staff assistant to Senator Wallace F. Bennett of 
1. ah. 

“aneen was born April 23, 1928, in Murray, Utah. 
He was graduated magna cum laude from the University 
of Utah in 1951, with a bachelor of science degree; he 
holds a juris doctor degree from George Washington 
University and a master of public administration from 
Harvard University. 

He is married to the former Barbara Folsom. They have 
five children. 


Civil Aeronautics Board 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 
Secor D. Browne as Member and Chairman. 
September 11, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Secor D. Browne of Lincoln, Mass., to be a member 
of the Civil Aeronautics Board for the remainder of the 
term expiring December 31, 1974. He will replace John 
H. Crooker who has resigned effective September 30, 
1969. Browne will also be designated Chairman of the 
Civil Aeronautics Board. 

Browne, 53, has been serving since March 14 of this 
year as Assistant Secretary of Transportation for Research 
and Development. 

He received his degree from Harvard College in Cam- 
bridge, Mass., in 1938. He was then employed by the 
Kroeschell Engineering Company in Chicago from 1938- 
1939. In 1939, he joined the Barber Colman Company 
in Rockford, Iil., as an engineering salesman. 

In 1942 he enlisted in the U.S. Air Force as an aviation 
cadet and was discharged as a major in 1946, when he 
rejoined the Barber Colman Company as the manager 
of aircraft products. In 1951 he became manager of air- 
craft instruments of the Clifford division of Standard 
Thompson Company in Waltham, Mass. In 1955 he 
formed his own firm, Browne & Shaw, Inc., also in 
Waltham. 

In 1958 he also became associate professor of aero- 
nautics and astronautics at the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. In 1968 he became corporate vice presi- 
dent of Bolt, Bernek, Newman, Inc. 


Browne is married to the former Denise Giles and they 
have two children. 


Combined Federal Campaign, 
National Capital Area 


Memorandum to Heads of Departments and Agencies. 


September 11, 1969 


I am pleased to announce that the Honorable John A. 
Volpe, Secretary of Transportation, has agreed to serve as 
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Chairman of this year’s Combined Federal Campaign 
for the National Capital Area. 

The Combined Federal Campaign covers in one single 
drive the campaigns of the United Givers Fund, the 
National Health Agencies, and the International Service 
Agencies. In this one drive Federal employees and mili- 
tary personnel in the Washington Metropolitan Area 
will have an opportunity to share in meeting the needs of 
over 160 local, national and international health, welfare 
and social service agencies. 

This year, our support is needed more than ever. Citi- 
zens working together through the voluntary agencies can 
become partners with Government in the effort to build 
better communities, a healthier nation, and a more peace- 
ful world. The voluntary organizations need the support 
of all Federal personnel in the National Capital Area to 
accomplish their important objectives. The extent to 
which they succeed will be a measure of our support. 

I request that you serve personally as Chairman of 
the combined campaign in your organization and appoint 
a top assistant as your Vice Chairman. Please advise 
Secretary Volpe of the person you designate as your Vice 
Chairman. 


RicHARD NIxoNn 


Presidential Unit Citation 


Announcement of Award to the Ist Mobile 
Communications Group, USAF. September 11, 1969 


The President today awarded the Presidential Unit 
Citation to the 1st Mobile Communications Group, 
United States Air Force, for extraordinary heroism in 
connection with military operations against an opposing 
armed force in Southeast Asia, from January 1, 1967, 
to February 15, 1968. 

The citation credited the members of the group with 
establishing air control facilities and providing combat 
communications throughout Southeast Asia. Communi- 
cation services provided by members of the group, despite 
hazardous combat conditions, contributed significantly 
to the success of major military operations. 

The citation follows: 


“By virtue of the authority vested in me as President 
of the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States, I have today awarded 


Tue PresmeENTIAL Unit Crration (Arr Force) 
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM 
TO THE 
lst MositeE COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 
Unrrep STATES Arr Force 


The 1st Mobile Communications Group, Air Force 
Communications Service, distinguished itself by extraor- 
dinary heroism in connection with military operations 
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against an opposing armed force in Southeast Asia, from 
1 January 1967 to 15 February 1968. During this period, 
the exemplary courage, professionalism, and dedication 
to mission accomplishment by members of the 1st Mobile 
Communications Group contributed significantly to the 
success of major military operations, containment or de- 
feat of the enemy, and the saving of countless American 
and allied lives. The personnel of this group have con- 
sistently braved intense and accurate hostile fire to install 
and maintain vitally needed combat communications and 
air control facilities throughout Southeast Asia. Their 
determination and esprit de corps in establishing facilities 
and providing communication and navigational aid sup- 
port under adverse and hazardous conditions embellish 
the highest traditions of our fighter forces. By their pro- 
fessional skill, dedication to duty, and extraordinary 
heroism, members of the 1st Mobile Communications 
Group have upheld the highest standards of performance 
and traditions of the military service and reflect great 
credit upon themselves and the Armed Forces of the 
United States.” 


Leif Erikson Day, 1969 


Proclamation 3928. September 11, 1969 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Leif Erikson and his crew of adventurous Norse sea- 
farers sailed across the northern seas nearly a thousand 
years ago and landed on the shores of North America. 
These resourceful explorers opened new horizons to the 
west—a truly courageous and historic achievement. 

Born of vision, courage and determination, Leif Erik- 
son’s success became an inspiration for later accomplish- 
ments. The spirit of Leif Erikson has continued to inspire 
millions of people, particularly the ten million Americans 
whose ancestors came from the Viking lands. 

It is especially appropriate that we recognize Leif 
Erikson’s explorations in 1969, the year in which a new 
kind of explorers landed on the moon and returned home 
to inspire all mankind from now on. 

I am honored to comply with the request of the 
Congress of the United States, in a joint resolution 
approved September 2, 1964 (78 Stat. 849), that the 
President proclaim October 9 in each year as Leif 
Erikson Day. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nrxon, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate Thurs- 
day, October 9, 1969, as Leif Erikson Day; and I direct 
the appropriate government officials to display the flag 
of the United States on all government buildings on that 
day. 
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I also invite the people of the United States to honor 
the memory of Leif Erikson on that day by holding 
appropriate exercises and ceremonies in schools and 
churches, or other suitable places. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eleventh day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred sixty-nine, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the one hundred 
ninety-fourth. 


RicHarp Nixon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 3:16 p.m, 
September 11, 1969] 


Columbus Day, 1969 


Proclamation 3929. September 11, 1969 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


On October 12 we again celebrate in honor of the 
great sea captain and explorer whose historic westward 
voyage across the Atlantic led to the permanent settlement 
of America. 


Respect for the achievement of Christopher Columbus 
is especially appropriate this year when we have witnessed 
an epic journey of discovery, the journey to the moon. 
Both the voyages of Columbus and those of our modern 
astronauts are expressions of man’s great ambition to 
confront the unknown, and to master the challenges of 
distance and space. 


We remember also that Columbus was a man of Italy, 
a noble example for the many other men of Italy who 
have come to our country and to so many other lands of 
the new world. Sailing in the service of the Spanish 
crown, which had the vision to support his courage and 
initiative, Christopher Columbus opened America for all 
the people of the world. 

In tribute to the memory of Columbus, the Congress 
of the United States, by a joint resolution approved 
April 30, 1934 (48 Stat. 657), requested the President to 
proclaim October 12 of each year as Columbus Day for 
the observance of the anniversary of the discovery of 
America. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHarp Nixon, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby designate 
Sunday, October 12, 1969, as Columbus Day; and I 
invite the people of this nation to observe that day in 
schools, churches, and other suitable places with appro- 
priate ceremonies in honor of the great explorer. 

I also direct that the flag of the United States be 
displayed on all public buildings on the appointed day 
in memory of Christopher Columbus. 
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MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1969 


In Wirness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my 
hand this eleventh day of September, in the year of 
our Lord nineteen hundred sixty-nine, and of the Inde- 

dence of the United States of America the one 
hundred ninety-fourth. 

RicHArp Nrxon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:33 p.m., 
September 11, 1969] 


United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate Louise Gore 
To Be United States Member of the Executive Board. 
September 12, 1969 


The President today announced the intention of the 
United States Government to nominate Miss Louise Gore, 
of Rockville, Md., to be the United States Member of 
the Executive Board of the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 

Miss Gore, born in Leesburg, Va., has been a member 
of the Maryland State Senate since 1967. Previously she 
served 4 years in the Maryland House of Delegates. 

Educated at Finch College, New York City, and Ben- 
nington College, Bennington, Vt., Miss Gore has been 
interested in education and civil matters as well as politi- 
cal affairs. She is particularly interested in the educational 
needs of handicapped children. 

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul- 
tural Organization is one of the largest of the U.N. 
agencies, having 125 members and four associate mem- 
bers. Its current program gives high priority to education 
programs contributing to economic and social develop- 
ment, with special emphasis on the improvement of 
teacher training, educational planning, and job-related 
literacy programs, curriculum development and the use 
of new techniques in education. 


International Scientific and 
Technological Cooperation 


Announcement of F orthcoming Mission to Europe 
To Be Headed by Dr. Lee A. DuBridge, Science Advisor 
lo the President. September 12, 1969 


The President’s Science Advisor, Dr. Lee A. DuBridge, 
will visit four Western and two Eastern European coun- 
'nes in September and October of this year to discuss 
existing arrangements for international scientific and 
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technological cooperation and to explore specific pos- 
sibilities for strengthening these arrangements. 

Dr. DuBridge will confer with Government officials 
and scientific colleagues in the countries to be visited, 
as well as with officials of international organizations 
headquartered in Europe and having important science 
programs. 

He will be accompanied by Dr. Gerald Tape, former 
member of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commission and 
presently a member of the President’s Science Advisory 
Committee (PSAC), by Dr. Lewis Branscomb, recently 
appointed Director of the National Bureau of Stand- 
ards and a former member of PSAC, and by Mr. Herman 
Pollack, Director of International Scientific and Tech- 
nological Affairs in the Department of State. Joining 
the party for portions of the trip will be Dr. Philip 

fandler, President of the National Academy of Sci- 

ences, and Mr. Patrick E. Haggerty, Chairman of the 
Board of Texas Instruments, Inc. and a member of 
PSAC. Mr. David Beckler and Dr. Norman Neureiter 
of the Office of Science and Technology will also accom- 
pany the group. 

Dr. DuBridge’s visit to France (September 18-24) is 
in response to the invitation of Mr. F. X. Ortoli, French 
Minister of Industrial Development and Scientific Re- 
search. The group will visit scientific facilities and dis- 
cuss the broadening of U.S.-French scientific cooperation. 

They will then travel to Bucharest, Romania (Septem- 
ber 24-27). The President, following his talks with Presi- 
dent Ceaucescu, asked Dr. DuBridge to examine the 
opportunities for strengthening scientific and technical co- 
operation with that country. The discussions will build 
on the already existing base of cooperation, which was 
formalized with the signing of the educational, scientific, 
and cultural agreement between the two countries in 
November 1968. 

In Yugoslavia (September 27—October 1) the group 
will review the cooperation now taking place and seek 
ways in which it can be made more effective. The Depart- 
ments of Agriculture and of Health, Education, and 
Welfare, the Environmental Science Services Admin- 
istration, and the Smithsonian Institution are already 
engaged in some 150 cooperative scientific research proj- 
ects with Yugoslavia under Public Law 480, whereby 
funds held by the United States in local Yugoslav cur- 
rency are expended on cooperative projects. 

In Brussels (October 1-3), in the Netherlands (Octo- 
ber 3-4), and in the United Kingdom (October 5-7), 
the DuBridge party will review current U.S. scientific 
relationships and seek those governments’ views on pres- 
ent and future programs of cooperation. 

To emphasize the United States’ longstanding interest 
and participation in multilateral cooperation with the 
nations of Europe, the group will meet with officials of 
NATO and the European Community in Brussels, and 
with UNESCO, the Organization for Economic Co- 
operation and Development (OECD), and European 


space research organizations in Paris. 
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Plans are also being made for a visit next year by 
Dr. DuBridge to Italy and Germany. The U.S. now 
has a formal bilateral agreement on scientific coopera- 
tion with Italy, and has mutually beneficial scientific 
programs of cooperation with the Federal Republic of 
Germany. 


National Hispanic 
Heritage Week, 1969 


Proclamation 3930. September 12, 1969 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


One of America’s great strengths is her diversity. A 
wide variety of peoples have made contributions to our 
nation; each has added its own strength and charm to 
American life, and each provides an ongoing link between 
our culture and those of other countries around the world. 

The Hispanic culture is one to which this nation is 
particularly indebted. Men of Hispanic origin were 
among the first Europeans to explore this hemisphere. 
For four centuries men and women of Hispanic descent 
have provided distinguished leadership in our country 
and in other New World countries, both in government 
and in other walks of life. 

Today the people of the United States are reminded 
of this rich heritage in many ways. Millions of our citi- 
zens speak Spanish, and Hispanic names and traditions 
grace many parts of our landscape, including both the 
town where I was born and the place where I am making 
my new home. 

This country’s Hispanic heritage is particularly im- 
portant because it reminds us of the great traditions we 
share with our neighbors in Latin America. In fact, when 
the Congress, just a year ago, requested the President to 
issue annually a proclamation setting aside one week as 
Hispanic Heritage Week, it designated the week which 
includes the dates of September 15th and 16th, when 
five Central American nations and the Republic of 
Mexico celebrate their Independence Days. 

The Hispanic culture is one of depth, excitement, and 
beauty. It has crossed borders and mountains and oceans, 
and has made its influence felt in all parts of the globe. 
In honoring it, we give strength to that international 
understanding which is indispensable to world order. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, RicHArp Nixon, President of 
the United States of America, do hereby proclaim the 
week beginning September 14, 1969, as National His- 
panic Heritage Week. I call upon all of the people 
of the United States, and especially the educational com- 
munity, to observe that week with appropriate ceremonies 
and activities. 
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In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twelfth day of Sept., in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred sixty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hunded ninety- 
fourth. 

RicHaArp Nixon 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1:43 Pm, 
September 12, 1969] 


Stay in School 


Proclamation 3931. September 12, 1969 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


As the summer ends, many young Americans are de- 
ciding whether to continue their formal education. For 
economic and personal reasons some will be tempted to 
drop out. 


Most of those who abandon their classrooms will be 
forced to contest for jobs with others who posses 
better educational credentials. Without an opportunity 
to acquire relevant experience, they may be continv- 
ally unable to obtain positions offering prospects for 
advancement. 


Experience has proven that citizens sufficiently con- 
cerned to provide potential dropouts with encouragement 
and counseling can play a decisive role in persuading 
them to continue their education. The course of thousands 
of lives can be constructively influenced by this kind of 
individual action. 


Parents, teachers, religious advisors, and friends can 
all contribute to the national welfare by urging young 
people to stay in school. Private and public employers can 
help by providing part-time jobs to those for whom the 
need to have income is critical. 

To secure wide public participation in an effort to 
limit the number of youths who drop out of school, I, 
Ricuarp Nixon, President of the United States of 
America, do hereby proclaim a national Stay-in-School 
campaign. 

I call upon Governors, Mayors, and other public offi- 
cials to join with me in focusing continuing civic atten- 
tion on this effort. 


In Witness WHeErEOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this twelfth day of September, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred sixty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hundred ninety- 
fourth. 

Ricuarp NIXON 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1:43 P-™ 
September 12, 1969] 
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United States Ambassador to Bolivia 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


September 12, 1969 


Ernest V. Siracusa of California. 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Ernest Victor Siracusa, of Huntington Beach, Calif., 
a career Foreign Service Officer of Class I, as United 
States Ambassador to Bolivia. He has been Deputy Chief 
of Mission at Lima, Peru, since 1963. In La Paz, he will 
succeed Ambassador Raul H. Castro, who is returning 
to private life. 

Born on November 30, 1918, in Coalinga, Calif., 
Siracusa is a graduate of Stanford University (B.A., 
1940). He was an ensign in the U.S. Navy from 1944 to 
1946. 


Siracusa’s prior major assignments have included: 
Director, Office of West Coast Affairs, Bureau of Inter- 
American Affairs (1958-59) ; Senior Seminar in Foreign 
Policy (1959-60); and Chief, Mutual Defense Affairs, 
Rome (1960-62); Adviser on Political-Security Affairs, 
United States Delegation to the United Nations, New 
York (1962-63). 


Siracusa is married to the former Jacq Bachman and 


they have one son and two daughters. 


1253 


United States Ambassador to the 
United Republic of Tanzania 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


Claude G. Ross of California. September 12, 1969 


The President today announced his intention to nom- 
inate Claude Gordon Anthony Ross, of Los Angeles, Calif., 
as United States Ambassador to the United Republic of 
Tanzania, A Career Minister in the Foreign Service, Ross 
has served since 1967 as U.S. Ambassador to Haiti. In 
Dar-es-Salaam, he will succeed Ambassador John H. 
Burns, who is now Director General of the Foreign 
Service. 

Born in Chicago, IIl., on October 26, 1917, Ambassador 
Ross attended the University of Southern California 
(B.S., 1939). He is fluent in French, Spanish, and 
German. 

Ambassador Ross entered the Foreign Service in 1940. 
He served briefly at Mexico City and then was assigned 
to subsequent posts in Quito (1941); Athens (1945) ; 
Noumea (1949); Beirut (1954); Cairo (1957); 
Conakry (1960); and Leopoldville (1963). During 
1963-67, he was U.S. Ambassador to the Central African 
Republic. Among domestic assignments have been: 
National War College (1956); and Deputy Director, 
Office of Western African and Malagasy Affairs; later 
reassigned as Deputy Director, Office of African and 
Malagasy Union Affairs (1962). 

Ambassador Ross is married to the former Antigone 
Andrea Peterson, and they have two sons. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. Appointments requiring Senate approval are not 
included since they appear in the list of nominations sub- 
mitted to the Senate, below. 


September 9 


The President announced the appointment of Lt. Gen. 
Donald V. Bennett, USA, for assignment as Director of 
the Defense Intelligence Agency. 


September 10 


The President transmitted to the House of Representa- 
tives amendments to the fiscal 1970 budget which would 
provide an additional $27 million for the Army Corps of 
Engineers to repair and restore flood control structures 
and facilities, and $2 million for the legislative branch. 


September 11 


The President met with representatives of the Institute 
for Black Elected Officials in the Rose Garden at the 
White House. 

The President named Maj. Gen. Alexander D. Surles, 
Jr., USA, for assignment as Chief of Staff, U.S. Euro- 
pean Command, and for appointment to the grade of 
lieutenant general. 
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The President sent identical letters to the President of 
the Senate and to the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives urging prompt action on Senate Joint Resolution 
119, which authorizes appropriations for the U.S. Section 
of the United States-Mexico Commission for Border 
Development and Friendship. 


The President will address the 24th session of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the United Nations in New York on 
September 18. 

The President met with the New York Yankees base- 
ball team in the Rose Garden at the White House. 


September 12 


The President met with members of the United States 
Ryder Cup golf team at the White House. 

The President today asked Congress to amend the 
1970 budget to provide $8,380,000 for development in 
Micronesia. 

The President today announced his intention to nomi- 
nate Barrington D. Parker of the District of Columbia 
to be United States District Judge for the District 
of Columbia. 

The President is transmitting to Congress the report on 
the Special Project Grants for the Health of School and 
Preschool Children. 

The President transmitted to Congress a request for an 
additional $4 million in budget authority for fiscal 1970. 
The increase would include funds for studies of environ- 
mental protection in connection with the proposed pipe- 
line from Alaska’s North Slope across the State to Valdez, 
for expenses in connection with Medicaid, and for the 
President’s Commission on Personnel Interchange. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted September 10, 1969 


JosepH S. FARLAND, of the District of Colum- 
pia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to Pakistan. 


Nancy Hanxs, of New York, to be Chairman 
of the National Council on the Arts for a 
term of 4 years, vice Roger L. Stevens, 
term expired. 

EpwarD R. NEAHER, of New York, to be United 
States Attorney for the Eastern District of 
New York for the term of 4 years vice 
Joseph P. Hoey, resigned. 

GayLorp L. CAMPBELL, of California, to be 
United States Marshal for the Central Dis- 
trict of California for the term of 4 years 
vice George E. O’Brien, retired. 


ArtHur F. VAN Court, of California, to be 
United States Marshal for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of California for the term of 4 years 
vice John C. Begovich. 


ANTHONY T. GRESKI, Of New Jersey, to be 
United States Marshal for the District of 
New Jersey for the term of 4 years vice 
Leo A. Mault. 


The following-named officer under the pro- 
visions of title 10, United States Code, sec- 


1Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 


NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE—Continued 
Submitted September 10, 1969—Continued 
tion 3066, to be assigned to a position of im- 
portance and responsibility designated by 
the President under subsection (a) of section 
3066, in grade as follows: 

To be Lieutenant General 


Mas. Gen. Georce Gray O’Connor, 021088, 
United States Army. 


Submitted September 12, 1969 


Secor D. Browne, of Massachusetts to be a 
Member of the Civil Aeronautics Board 
for the remainder of the term expiring De- 
cember 31, 1974, vice John H. Crooker, Jr., 
resigned. 

L. RALPH MeEcHAM, of Utah, to be Federal 
Cochairman of the Four Corners Regional 
Commission, vice W. Donald Brewer. 

DuANE K. CraskKe, of Guam, to be United 
States Attorney for the District of Guam 
for the term of 4 years vice James P. Alger. 

WILLIAM W. MILLIGAN, of Ohio, to be United 
States Attorney for the Southern District 
of Ohio for the term of 4 years vice Rob- 
ert M. Draper, resigned. 

Bias C. HERRERO, JR., of Puerto Rico, to be 
United States Attorney for the District of 
Puerto Rico for the term of 4 years vice 
Francisco A. Gil, Jr. 

A. Rosy Happen, of Texas, to be United 
States Attorney for the Eastern District of 
Texas for the term of 4 years vice Rich- 
ard B. Hardee. 

Hartan R. Hoscu, of Illinois, to be United 
States Marshal for the Eastern District of 
Illinois for the term of 4 years vice 
Harry C. George. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE—Continued 


Submitted September 12, 1969—Continued 

OLLIE L. CaNION, of Louisiana, to be United 
States Marshal for the Eastern District of 
Louisiana for the term of 4 years vice 
Victor L. Wogan, Jr., retired. 

Rex K. BuMGarDNER, of West Virginia, to be 
United States Marshal for the Northern 
District of West Virginia for the term of 4 
years vice John G. Chernenko. 


The following-named officer under the 
provisions of title 10, United States Code, 
section 3066, to be assigned to a position of 
importance and responsibility designated by 
the President under subsection (a) of section 
3066, in grade as follows: 


To be Lieutenant General 


Mas. GEN. ALEXANDER Day SuR.eEs, Jr., 578- 
48-9955, United States Army. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


Listed below are releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary during the pe- 
riod covered by this issue which have not 
been included in the issue. 


Released September 11, 1969 


Press conference of Secor D. Browne, follow- 
ing nomination as Chairman of the Civil 
Aeronautics Board. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


NOTE: No acts were approved by the President 
during the period covered by this issue. 
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